
The Library homepage will connect you with        

everything covered here in this brochure—it is your    

library without walls with 24/7 access.                

A Quick Guide to Better 

Research 

Where to start? 

This brochure will help you get started on 

your research by guiding you to             

up-to-date and credible and sources of           

information.  Many of these sources can 

connect you to information that is subject 

to copyright and will not be freely      

available via search engines. 

 

What is Research and Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research is the process of locating, retrieving, 

understanding and communicating information.  

You might use the results of your research to 

help make a decision, complete an assignment,  

communicate or consolidate your point of view or 

understand all sides of an issue.  

 Effective research skills will be useful all your 

life as you will be able to connect with the infor-

mation world and build deeper knowledge about 

yourself , the curriculum and the world around 

you. 

Libraries represent the vast                          

information landscape that                                 

surrounds us today and library                                    

services and staff can help                                     

you connect with and use                                                    

information effectively and                                             

efficiently.  

Ask for help at the library desk! 

Finding Newspaper and  

Magazine Articles 

Newspaper and magazine articles are also important 

sources for any research or assignments that you 

complete. 

There are two main databases 

available to you via the EPIC 

link on the library page (see 

over page to access EPIC): 

Australia/New Zealand Reference Centre 

(EBSCO) will give you access to hundreds of 

New Zealand and Australian publications.  You 

can access full-text articles which include most 

New Zealand daily Newspapers going back a 

decade or more. 

MasterFile Premier (EBSCO) provides access 

to full-text articles from over 2000 interna-

tional publications such as Time, News Week 

and New Scientist.   

Both of these Databases can be searched 

using keywords, subject, title, author, date 

and publication.  You can also limit your re-

sults to show you only academic articles that 

have been peer reviewed. 

For an excellent online tutorial on how to carry out 

research, go to the following link from               

Rutgers University. 

http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/lib_instruct/riot/ 



The Library Collections Research Databases Online Encyclopedia 

New Zealand Information 

The Secondary Library is open from          
8:00am—5:00pm, Monday to Friday and from 

6:00pm—8:00pm, Monday to Thursday. 

You can access our library 

home page and library cata-

logue through STACNET 

(library tab) or Moodle 

(tools) and you can do this 

from  any computer (home or school) at any-

time— you have 24/7 access to the libraries 

collection. 

Our collection has a growing number of           

e-books so don’t think you need to be in the    

library to get a book that may be useful. 

You can log into Oliver and access your own 

library account with your own StAC username 

and password.  This enables you to view your 

current loans, reserve titles and renew titles.    

For some of your assignments you will find the 

books you need in the closed reserve area.  

These are books that currently remain in the 

library and are not able to be borrowed so 

everyone doing the assignment or internal can 

have access to them.   

You are welcome to borrow a closed reserve 

title overnight. The closed reserve area is just 

inside the computer area. 

We subscribe to World Book 

Online at St Andrew’s College.    

World Book Online gives you    

access to three levels of          

encyclopedia plus three digital 

libraries: Early peoples, Living Green and          

Inventions and Discoveries.   

Look for the World Book Online link and    

password on the library homepage. 

 

You can also access         

Encyclopedia Britannica 

via the EPIC data bases 

(see next page). 

Using an online Encyclopedia can be a very 

helpful starting point for your research as it 

will often give you a short but useful summary 

of your topic. 

If you are looking for New 

Zealand Information and 

Primary Sources, look for 

the New Zealand Sources list on the 

library home page.                           

Te Ara, Encyclopedia of New Zealand 

is a useful source for NZ information. 

Using a research database is vital part of your re-

search process.  

  Research Databases provide information 

that has been reviewed and edited by ex-

perts. The information comes from reliable, 

authoritative, up-to-date published sources. 

 Search options in Research Databases in-

clude keyword, subject, author, title, date, 

magazine article, academic article, video, 

image etc. 

 Research Databases are considered print 

sources as they are digital versions of pre-

viously published content and will provide 

acceptable sources for all your assignments. 

You can access Research Databases via the 

EPIC link on the library home page using 

our College username and password. 

Username: standrews-chchc 

Password: 45chch 

If you are a member of the 

Christchurch City Libraries, 

you can also access Research 

Databases via the Source.  If you would like to 

become a member of Christchurch City Libraries, 

ask at our library desk as we can join you up from 

here at school. 

The Closed Reserve Collection 


